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Research Summary

Migration and its Impact on European Countries

Migration is a human demographic characteristic represented by movement
from one place to another, either in search of a better life or to escape a
difficult situation. This demographic characteristic, represented by the right
to movement, was universally recognized more than a quarter century ago in
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. From an economic perspective,
organized migration can have significant positive impacts on both sending
and receiving societies, including the transfer of skills and cultural
enrichment. However, as much as migrants contribute to building host
societies, this represents a loss of human resources for the countries of
origin, known as brain drain and skills. Migration can also cause political,
economic, or social tensions in receiving countries, which has brought the
issue of international migration to the forefront of national and international
concerns. Immigration has become a matter of concern for an increasing
number of countries, prompting these countries, particularly in recent years,
to tighten their restrictions on migrants and asylum seekers. Fieldwork on
irregular migrants traveling through northwest Libya to Europe reveals the
lengths to which people are willing to go to escape a variety of economic,
political, or social problems they face in their countries, while crossing the
desert, or while boarding boats in the Mediterranean. The fieldwork also
confirms that migration decisions are mostly driven by a combination of
attempts to gain physical safety by escaping persecution and economic
security. Many of those seeking to migrate for economic and social reasons
describe feeling compelled to leave their homelands due to high levels of
frustration at home, and due to social and familial pressures that push them
to migrate, even if it means risking their lives. There is near international
consensus that the problem of irregular migration in the Mediterranean is
not one that can be easily addressed. Tight legislative and security measures,
including the forced return of irregular migrants, will not prevent further
migration from the southern and eastern Mediterranean to the northern
Mediterranean. Implementing further barriers to this migration is neither
possible nor desirable under a policy of interdependence, liberalized and
open markets, and the free movement of capital and people. Therefore,
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addressing the issue of illegal immigration requires specific, well-defined
policies and strategies. Perhaps the first of these is to focus on
comprehensive and sustainable economic, human, environmental, and
political development to reduce migration, encourage people to settle in
their countries, and limit the migration of brains and human skills. That is,
addressing the drivers of migration and improving the quality of migrants to
achieve better returns for the sending and receiving countries and a decent
status in the diaspora. Negotiations between the European Union and the
countries of the Southern Mediterranean must also continue in this regard,
and mechanisms must be created to improve the conditions of migrants,
limit illegal migration, open channels for organized legal migration,
contribute to the development of the countries sending migration flows, and
assist the countries of the Southern Mediterranean in reducing African
migration through their territories.
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