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Research Summary:

Digital evidence did not exist during the early international criminal tribunals,
shortly after World War I or between the two world wars. When it was
discovered, it was not accepted as independent evidence before international
criminal tribunals when the former Yugoslavia and Rwanda tribunals were
established in the 1990s. Today, however, the judiciary considers digital
evidence important and accepts it alongside other physical evidence.
However, the tremendous technological development witnessed by the world
today requires that digital evidence be preserved and documented accurately
and professionally, taking into account numerous legal and technical
standards to ensure that it is not tampered with or lost. Any defect in this
context could lead to its invalidation and loss of credibility, negatively
impacting the course of justice. Hence, the preservation of digital evidence
takes on particular importance, as it is considered an essential step in ensuring
the integrity of investigations, protecting the rights of defendants, and
ensuring the fairness of judicial proceedings. Video-recorded data can be used
to confirm the validity of evidence, and those collecting evidence must report

its conformity before the court.
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