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Artwork and Craftsmanship: The Dialectic of Aesthetics and Utility
Dr. Ahlam Guma Dr. Amira Mohamed Eblao
Assistant Professor, Department of Art Education, Faculty of
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Abstract

The various forms of art, whether spatial or temporal, have often emerged as
expressions of the emotions and thoughts of their creators. Art addresses
imagination and the psychology of the self, shaped by the artist's life
circumstances and the surrounding environment. This interaction yields
creative values that resonate with the soul and emotions, reflecting both the
artist's imagination and the realities of their life and society, thereby allowing
others to share in these experiences. On the other hand, craftsmanship is a
manual activity carried out by humans for a specific utilitarian purpose,
typically devoid of emotional or imaginative considerations in the creation
process. Since craftsmanship and art are closely intertwined in many
utilitarian and service-oriented aspects, there remains a need for research and
investigation through a descriptive and analytical approach to clarify and
explain the nature of their relationship. This includes examining whether art
originated as a form of craft and evolved into a distinct art form. This is done
by exploring the essence of both artistic and craft-based work, understanding
the extent of their interconnection, and the difference between a craftsman
and an artist. Is the artist merely a transmitter of the craft, or is it the other
way around? The study yielded several key findings, the most significant of
which is that craftsmanship is essential to art, and art requires craft to establish
its importance and contribute to the preservation of heritage, legacy, and
traditional crafts. These crafts have now adopted an aesthetic dimension that
satisfies the recipient.
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