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The influence of Arab pioneers on Libyan free verse

Despite the difficult historical circumstances that Libya experienced, from
the Italian occupation to the British and American colonial presence, these
circumstances could not isolate Libyan poets from their Arab counterparts.
The poetic movement in Libya remained linked to the developments and
transformations witnessed in the Arab East. Free verse poets in Libya
faithfully followed the modern poetry movement in the Arab world and read
the Arabic poetry corpus with great interest. Just as they were influenced by
certain texts that responded to their aspirations, they were also influenced by
some pioneers who left a clear imprint on the Arabic poetry movement and
followed its progress from its inception. Perhaps what strengthens the
artistic and thematic links between the various Arabic texts is that free verse
poets—despite their diverse cultures and talents—belong to a single
generation: the Arab generation that emerged after World War 1.
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