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Abstract:

This research paper addresses the concept of consensus in grammar as
recognized by the grammarians of the two renowned schools: Basra and
Kufa. It discusses the meaning and types of consensus, its origin and
development, the conditions required for consensus, and how Sibawayh
used it as evidence. The researcher found that consensus is a source of
evidence no less significant than others such as oral transmission, analogy,
and presumption of continuity. Consensus, in this context, refers to what the
Arabs as a linguistic authority agreed upon, or what the grammarians of
Basra or Kufa accepted. The grammarians cited the consensus of scholars
from these two schools because, during the early development of grammar,
the discipline was primarily rooted in these two sources. Therefore, any
grammatical ruling jointly agreed upon by the grammarians of that era is
considered authoritative for subsequent generations.
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