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The Impact of Italian Colonialism on Libyan Identity

Summary

During the Italian colonization of Libya (1911-1943), Libyan identity was
subjected to deliberate attempts at erasure and hybridization. The Italian
occupation sought to impose its culture, language, and customs on the
Libyan people, aiming to weaken national identity and undermine its
historical and religious roots.
Key Aspects of the Impact:
- Attempts to Erase Religious ldentity:
- Imposition of the Italian language in education and administration, aiming
to distance Libyans from their Arabic language.
- Attempts at Christianization and the construction of churches in Libyan
areas.

- Restriction of the practice of Islamic religious rituals.
- Control of Education and Culture:
- Closure of Quranic schools and establishment of Italian schools teaching
Italian curricula.
- Prohibition of Libyan cultural activities and promotion of Italian culture.
- Attempts to erase Libyan historical heritage.
- Settlement Policies:
- Encouragement of Italian immigration to Libya to change the demographic
composition.
- Confiscation of agricultural land and distribution to Italian settlers.
- Forced Conscription:
- Conscription of Libyan youth into the Italian army and sending them to
battlefronts.
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