) el o ghai g da) ol ale

wgﬂ\}d\@oJ‘g_hi\gzabeﬂeb
G dxdla

The Science of Surgery and its Development in the Abbasid Era
By: Dr. Suzan Awad Al-Qasi
Faculty Member at the College of Arts

Abstract

Surgery among Arabs was known as "the craft of the hand" and was not
considered an independent science. Initially, it was regarded as part of the
barbers' craft, which included cauterization, bloodletting, and amputation.
The Arabs' initial disdain for surgery might be attributed to its perception as
a manual craft, whereas medicine was considered a product of the intellect,
holding a higher status. Ibn Sina expressed his opinion on surgery, belittling
it as a manual craft that didn't deserve to elevate the status of medicine,
despite practicing and describing many operations in his books.

This perception of surgery being inferior to medicine wasn't unique to the
Arabs; it was also prevalent in Europe until recent times. During the Islamic
Golden Age, Muslims were open to the sciences of their predecessors,
translating and adapting their works while crediting the original authors.
They built upon this knowledge, making significant contributions. Many
physicians from diverse backgrounds and faiths participated in translation
efforts, including renowned medical texts by Hippocrates, Galen, and
Oribasius.

These works contained valuable surgical information, leading to significant
advancements in surgery during the Islamic era. Notable figures like Ibn
Sina, Al-Majusi, and Al-Zahrawi emerged, making lasting impacts on the
history of surgery. They pioneered the use of anesthetics like cannabis,
opium, and mandrake, invented the "sponge soaked in narcotics” for
anesthesia, and developed surgical sutures made from catgut for wound
closure and hemostasis.

Definition of Surgery In Language

Linguistically, the term "surgery"” is derived from the Arabic word "jarah,"”
which means "to wound" or "to Injure.” It refers to a wound or an injury
caused by a weapon, and its plural forms are "jarah™ and "jarahat.” The root
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"j-r-h" is also used to convey the idea of earning or acquiring something, as
in the phrase "ajarah al-shay™ meaning "he earned something".

Definition of Surgery In Medical Terminology

In medical terminology, surgery is considered a distinct branch of medicine
with specific tasks and limitations. Medical professionals define surgery as a
specialized field that deals with the diagnosis, treatment, and management
of injuries, deformities, and diseases through operative procedures.
According to the author of the book "Al-Umdah fi Al-Jarahah," surgery is
defined as "a craft that examines the human body's conditions from the
perspective of the types of separation that occur in specific areas and the
consequences that follow".

This definition highlights the unique aspects of surgery as a medical
specialty, emphasizing its focus on manual interventions and operative
procedures to restore health and function to the human body.
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