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The role of joint review in improving the quality of external auditor
reports in government institutions

Abstract:

The research aims to study the role of joint audits in improving the quality
of the external auditor's report and to identify the importance of applying
joint audits in government establishments and the positive effects resulting
from their application within the Libyan Audit Bureau. This research seeks
to answer the following questions: Is there an impact of a joint audit on
increasing the degree of auditors' discovery of errors and fraud and reporting
them? Is there a statistically significant relationship between joint audits and
the extent of auditors’ commitment to performing their duties by
professional standards? Also, is there a statistically significant relationship
between joint auditing and achieving the parties' objectives concerned with
the auditing process? The descriptive-analytical approach was followed. The
field study was conducted on the Libyan Audit Bureau in Libya. The
research results concluded that joint auditing contributed to the auditor’s
discovery of errors and fraud and reporting on them. Joint auditing worked
on auditors’ commitment to professional standards, as it helped achieve the
objectives of the parties concerned with the auditing process. Also, joint
auditing worked to reduce the audit risk to the lowest possible level and was
appropriate to express a sound opinion on the financial statements by
discovering material violations. Joint auditing also provided a good program
for regular monitoring that contributed to achieving auditing quality in
auditing offices in Libya. Joint auditing also worked to achieve the
objectives of the parties concerned with the auditing process by having the
auditor perform his duties and responsibilities with high quality and
efficiency and prepare reliable reports while adhering to the confidentiality
of information. The research recommends the need to work on avoiding
bottlenecks resulting from the auditor’s limited time during peak times in
the facilities subject to auditing, enhancing the auditor’s independence
through material and moral motivation, and working on developing a good
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program for regular monitoring according to professional standards and
adhering to the confidentiality of information. And not disclose it to a third
party except after the approval of the establishment.

Keywords: joint audit; external auditors; government institutions; audit
characteristics; quality of reports.
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