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Research summary

This research examines a distinguished genre within Arabic literature—travel
writing—through the lens of Tayy al-Marahil, authored by the Andalusian
writer Ibn Muslim al-Dani. The study addresses a notable scholarly gap
regarding the marginalization and insufficient recognition of this author’s
contributions to the field. In response, the research seeks to introduce Ibn
Muslim al-Dani and his literary output in a manner comparable to other
renowned literary travelers of his time.

The significance of this study lies in its exploration of the stylistic
characteristics of Andalusian writers and the cultural and intellectual
environment in which they worked. It sheds light on the value Andalusian
rulers placed on literature and knowledge, as evidenced by their support and
encouragement of scholars and writers. Additionally, the work provides
insights into the prevailing customs and social dynamics of Andalusian
society, as documented in travel records and diaries.

The research adopts an inductive historical methodology, involving the
extrapolation of texts, the tracking of historical events, and the formulation of
conclusions grounded in evidence and factual data.
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Among the key findings is the identification of Ibn Muslim’s journey as a
form of internal diplomatic mission. Evidence suggests he acted as an envoy
on behalf of the ruler of Denia, “Ali ibn Mujahid, to various Taifa princes, in
an attempt to rally support in anticipation of a military threat from al-
Mugqtadir ibn Hud. Through his travels, Ibn Muslim observed and
documented numerous facets of Andalusian life, particularly the luxurious
lifestyle he encountered in Almeria. Furthermore, his literary talent is evident
in his correspondences and narratives, especially in his poignant reflections
on the decline of Cordoba, where he vividly portrayed the remnants of its past

glory and the legacy of its an
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