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Extending the Time for Stoning the Jamarat in Mina to Avoid Deadly
Stampede Incidents (A Jurisprudential Approach)

Abstract: The repeated occurrence of deadly stampedes during the ritual of
stoning the Jamarat in Mina over the years, with heavy human losses,
obliges jurists and those in authority to draw lessons by examining their
causes and consequences in order to prevent their recurrence. This matter
must be taken seriously into account in jurisprudence, legal opinion, and in
guiding our pilgrims — toward the schools of thought that permit expansion
and easing, which extend the time for stoning throughout the day and night
during the days of stoning.

Meanwhile, the insistence of many jurists on adhering to the well-known
views of their school regarding the timing of stoning — namely, the time
during which the beloved Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him)
performed it — creates a crisis of overcrowding and fuels the likelihood of
stampedes, as if they are directing people toward deadly situations, while
turning a blind eye to the consequences by offering explanations that place
blame on the organizational capacities of the security authorities, or on
logistical, architectural, or engineering aspects.

Investing in our rich jurisprudential tradition with its diversity and
easements to preserve the lives of pilgrims is a religious obligation due to
the great sanctity of life. Extending the time for stoning on all days is
obligatory to the same degree that the Shari'ah has allowed, considering this
type of overcrowding — which opens the door to the possibility of deadly
stampedes, and which has been confirmed by recurring events — as one of
the legal excuses even more pressing than those of the sick, the water-
carriers, and the shepherds, for whom jurists granted permission to extend
the time for stoning. Preserving lives, honor, and property holds a higher
priority in the view of Islamic law than caring for livestock and water
distribution. The preference by scholars for opinions that permit expansion
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and easing is for the benefit of the Muslim community as a whole,
especially since averting the harm of lost lives takes precedence over
adhering to optimal timings.

Accordingly, it is a jurisprudential duty, based on the above, to favor the
easiest and most expansive legal opinions:

1. Regarding the time for stoning Jamrat al-° Aqabah: from midnight of the
night preceding the Day of Sacrifice (10th Dha al-Hijjah) until sunset
on the third day of the Days of Tashriq, considered as performance
(‘ada’), not makeup (qada’).

2. And regarding the time for stoning on the three Days of Tashriq
following the Day of Sacrifice: before and after the zenith, and at night
until sunset of the last day — as performance (‘ada’), not makeup
(gada’) — in consideration of the legitimate objectives and interests of
preserving lives, honor, and property.

Keywords: Stoning of the Jamarat during the Days of Tashriq, Jamrat
al-‘Aqabah, stoning before the zenith, delayed stoning
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