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Abstract: ""Temporal Semantics of the Past Tense in Arabic

This study explores the temporal semantics of the past tense verb in Arabic

through a descriptive-analytical approach. It aims to define the concept of

"temporal semantics of the past tense™ by analyzing each component of the

term and examining how the morphological form of the past tense conveys

different temporal meanings when placed within linguistic context,

especially when supported by verbal and situational cues .

The paper is structured into an introduction, two main sections, and a

conclusion. The first section provides a theoretical background and is

divided into four parts: the first discusses the notion of "semantics," the
second addresses "time," the third focuses on "temporal semantics,” and the
fourth defines the past tense.

The second section, titled "Temporal Meanings of the Past Tense,” is also

divided into four parts: the first discusses its reference to past time, the

second to present time, the third to future tense, and the fourth explores
cases where it may refer to both past and future.
The conclusion summarizes the key findings and offers
recommendations. The most notable findings include:

1. Arabic language is rich in its expression of time; the temporal meaning of
the past tense is not always determined by its morphological form alone
but is often shaped by the broader context.

2. The most common interpretation of the past tense form its reference to
absolute past time.

3. Past tense verbs can take on additional temporal meanings through
accompanying lexical, semantic, and situational clues that interact with
the syntactic structure.
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4. Contextual cues shift the temporal reference of the verb from its basic
morphological meaning to a broader syntactic time frame, allowing it to
indicate past, present, future, or probability of past and future time .

Keywords: semantics — time — verb — past — context.
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