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Abstract:

Islam is inherently strong and does not have a complex with the West, but rather a
civilizational struggle. At its inception, Islam sought to engage with the "other,"
and the response from Christians was generally more positive, playing a significant
role in the early period of Islam. However, the conversion of Jews to Islam was
minimal. Despite this, the few Jews who did convert had a profound impact, with
one even becoming one of the ten companions promised paradise. Their conversion
rate remained low, even during the time of the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon
him), who was a perfect model and an inspiring leader. This reluctance might be
attributed to the Jews’ ancient attachment to their heritage, their insular self-
confinement, and their ethnic superiority, focusing solely on the fate of the Jewish
people. In more recent times, reports suggest that Jewish conversions to Islam are
rare and often secretive, as leaving Judaism is not a simple matter.

This research highlights a unique Jewish figure who had a significant impact on
Islamic thought and contemporary Islamic history after converting to Islam and
advocating for it.

Research Significance:

Muhammad Asad has not received the attention he deserves from researchers,
critics, or thinkers, whether Arab or Western (Orientalists). He remains largely
obscure, far from the spotlight, despite the beauty and authenticity of his writings
on Islam, which are deeply rooted in his personal experiences. His work reflects
the culmination of his spiritual journey, shaped by his European environment at the
time of World War |, which led him to find solace and fulfillment in Islam.
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Research Problem:

The research problem lies in the fact that Muhammad Asad was of Jewish
upbringing and background, which would typically suggest a strong attachment to
his religion. However, this scholar broke away from the norm, delved deeply into
the study of Islam, converted, and left his former religion.

Research Questions:

1. What were the intellectual characteristics of Muhammad Asad’s early life?
2. How did Muhammad Asad’s readings and travels motivate him to explore
Islam?

3. What stages did Muhammad Asad go through from his former religion to

his contributions to Islamic thought?
Keywords: Islam - Muhammad Asad - Jews - The Other.
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