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Abstract

This research examines the Battle of Zallaga, a pivotal event in the
political and cultural history of the western Mediterranean basin in general,
and the history of Morocco and Andalusia in particular. It sheds light on the
situation in Andalusia during the Taifa period and demonstrates its role in
attracting two rising powers: the power of Castile in northern Andalusia,
which mobilized the Crusader forces, and the power of the Almoravids deep
in the Moroccan Sahara, which mobilized the Muslim forces. The Battle of
Zallaga thus became the decisive historical event for control of the Strait of
Gibraltar and dominance over the western Mediterranean basin.

The research analyzes the distant and immediate factors in the history of
Andalusia and the geography of Morocco, highlighting their role in
preparing for the battle. It also studies the personalities of the two leaders,
Alfonso VI and Yusuf ibn Tashfin, demonstrating their influence on the
army's structure and battle preparations. Furthermore, it expands on the
analysis of the situation in Andalusia during the Taifa period to conclude
that it accelerated the rivalry between the two powers vying for control of its
resources. The research concludes by describing the battle, its course and
results, and by studying its consequences in Andalusia, to show how the
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Almoravids used the victory to preserve Andalusia and annex it to the
Islamic Empire, without being keen to exceed its borders in expansion at the
expense of the defeated Christians.
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