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Fabricated Hadiths and Their Spread on Social Media

*A - Jamila Masoud Salem Al-Naaji
Department of Islamic Studies, Faculty of Education, University of Al-
.Zawiya, Libya
j-alnaaji@zu.edu.lyTo proceed:
This research, entitled "Fabrication in Prophetic Hadith," seeks to shed light
on one of the most serious issues facing the sources of Islamic legislation,
namely the Prophetic Sunnah in particular, namely, the fabrication and
attribution of lies to the Messenger of God (peace and blessings be upon
him). The research plan is as follows: an introduction addressing the
importance of the topic and the reasons for its selection, the research
methodology and plan, followed by four sections: the first section addresses
the meaning of fabrication in Prophetic hadiths, its ruling, and its origins;
the second section addresses its causes and levels; the third section
addresses some of the rules established by scholars for identifying these
hadiths; the fourth section mentions some of the fabricated hadiths
circulating on social media and the scientific methodology for identifying
them; and a conclusion. The research can be summarized in the following
points:

- The gravity and sanctity of fabrication: Lying about the Prophet (peace
and blessings be upon him) is a major sin, indeed, it is a slander against God
Almighty, as God says: “Nor does he speak of [his own] desire.” Severe
warnings against this have been repeatedly issued in authentic hadiths, most
notably the Prophet’s saying (peace and blessings be upon him):“Whoever
deliberately lies about me, let him take his seat in Hellfire.” Therefore,
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hadith scholars and other scholars agree that fabricated hadiths should not
be narrated except to clarify their fabrication.

- The multiplicity of reasons and motives: It is clear that the motives for
fabrication were not limited, but rather varied, including sectarian and
political fanaticism, attacks on Islam, profiteering, enticement and
intimidation without knowledge, and currying favor with rulers. This
necessitates vigilance regarding any hadith that excessively serves these
agendas.

-The scholars of the past played a significant role in exposing fabricated
hadiths and issuing warnings against them by authoring books dedicated to
fabricated hadiths and establishing rigorous criteria to distinguish authentic
hadiths from fabricated reports.

-The challenge persists in the modern era. Research has shown that the
danger of fabricated hadiths has not diminished; rather, it has intensified in
our time due to social media and the rapid spread of information, making
the task of verification and educating the public more urgent than ever
before.
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