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Abstract:
Barqga witnessed continuous political conflicts throughout the Middle Ages.
During the Byzantine era, revolts were so frequent that the region's tribes
formed alliances outside their own territories against the Byzantine
presence. The Islamic era was marked by numerous uprisings against the
governors appointed by Egypt (the Umayyads, Abbasids, Fatimids, and
Mamluks). The region oscillated between independence and subservience to
Egypt, alongside religious and sectarian conflicts and attempts to impose
centralized control .
Because Barqa represented Egypt's western gateway, every Egyptian ruler
sought to control it to ensure his security, leading to frequent military
clashes. Political governance in Barqa weakened and became ineffective,
with numerous revolts exhausting the governors and resulting in the
destruction of fortresses and villages. Regarding external influence, the
Fatimid Caliphate and its successors struggled to establish their dominance
over the region. These conflicts resulted in political instability, as the
region—despite its strategic location—failed to develop into a strong,
unified, and independent state like those established in Egypt and North
Africa during that period .
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