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Abstract:

This study aims to analyze the role of Libyan external initiatives in the
Republic of Mali during the period (1999-2011), and to examine the extent
of their contribution to enhancing Libya’s political influence in the Sahel
region. It also seeks to assess their impact on economic development
indicators within Mali. The study is based on the assumption that these
initiatives were not purely economic in nature, but were rather employed as
instruments of foreign policy to achieve political and security objectives,
with a relatively positive impact on economic development despite the
security and political challenges that constrained this impact.

The study adopts a case study approach by focusing on Mali as an applied
model, in addition to the historical method to trace the evolution of Libyan
initiatives over time. It also addresses the nature of the investment
environment in Mali, which is characterized by weak infrastructure and
political instability, alongside the presence of investment incentives such as
legal and tax facilitation measures.

The findings indicate that Libyan initiatives were diversified across several
sectors, including oil, industry, banking, and services, in addition to private
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investments in tourism and infrastructure. These initiatives contributed to
improving certain economic indicators, such as job creation, service
development, and support for local production. However, their overall
impact remained limited due to unstable security and political conditions.
On the political level, the study shows that Libya was able, through these
initiatives, to strengthen its influence in Mali and utilize them as a means to
gain political support in regional and international issues, reflecting the
intersection between economic tools and the strategic objectives of Libyan
foreign policy. The study also reveals that these initiatives helped build
strong bilateral relations, but were closely linked to the nature of the Libyan
political system at the time, which was characterized by a personalized
approach and weak institutional frameworks.
The study concludes that Libyan initiatives in Mali achieved clear political
gains and contributed partially to economic development; however, they
failed to achieve the desired balance between external objectives and
domestic development needs in Libya. Accordingly, the study recommends
adopting more balanced future investment policies that prioritize national
interests domestically while sustaining Libya’s external strategic role.
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