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Summary of the Research

Among the conditions for the acceptance of an authentic (sahth) hadith—as
is well established among hadith scholars without disagreement—is that the
hadith must be free from irregularity (shudhtidh). At times, confusion may
arise between an addition made by a trustworthy narrator (ziyadat al-thigah)
and an irregular (shadh) hadith.

An addition by a trustworthy narrator refers to a case in which a reliable and
more precise narrator adds a word, phrase, or expression to a hadith from
the same teacher, which other trustworthy narrators who also reported from
that teacher did not mention. This addition does not contradict the reports of
the other trustworthy narrators; rather, it introduces something extra not
found in their narrations. If this addition does not contradict the J-<i (core)
of the narration but instead agrees with it while including an extra element,
then—provided that the one who made the addition is more reliable than
those who did not—it is considered acceptable.

However, it has been clarified that such additions are not accepted
unconditionally, contrary to the view held by some scholars of legal theory
(usal), jurisprudence (figh), and others. Rather, they are subject to specific
conditions: that there be no contradiction, and that the addition come from a
narrator who is more precise, reliable, and accurate than other trustworthy
narrators who did not report it.

As for the irregular (shadh) hadith, it is defined by scholars as a narration in
which a trustworthy narrator contradicts someone who is more reliable,
more precise, or greater in number. This definition is preferred among the
various definitions due to its strength and freedom from objection.

02026 4xis g AU alaal) (353) e &l axdl - Alual) Ao
Creative Commons (CC BY-NC e luy) gliall fad ) g dindl 138 5d5 2025 Gl sall/al 5l © il (3 s



mailto:m.alsafah@zu,edu,iy

AN Euyaall Lgih e g 4G 335

Such a narration involves 4éllas (contradiction) of a more reliable authority
and is therefore considered weak and rejected. Both the irregular narration
and the addition of a trustworthy narrator involve some form of difference;
however, the irregular narration contradicts one who is more reliable or
more numerous, whereas the addition of a trustworthy narrator differs from
those who are less reliable. They differ in that the addition of a trustworthy
narrator is free from contradiction with other trustworthy narrators and is
thus an acceptable addition, based on the narrator’s superior precision,
accuracy, and carefulness.
Research Findings
The results can be summarized as follows:
The study shows that an addition by a trustworthy narrator is not accepted
absolutely; rather, it must be free from contradiction with other trustworthy
narrators and must come from one who is more precise.
The disagreement regarding the unconditional acceptance of such additions
does not stem solely from hadith scholars; rather, it is also found among
scholars of legal theory, jurisprudence, and theology, as well as a minority
of hadith scholars. This unrestricted view has been refuted by hadith
specialists.
If contradiction occurs in the J-=! (core) of the hadith by a trustworthy
narrator who opposes other trustworthy narrators, then the narration is
rejected, as established.
An addition transmitted by a more reliable narrator, when free of
contradiction, constitutes an increase in knowledge proportional to that
narrator’s greater precision, accuracy, and carefulness. Just as their solitary
narration is accepted due to their strong retention, so too is their addition
accepted in cases of weighing between reports (tarjih).
If a “maqbul” narrator (i.e., a truthful narrator of slightly lesser standing
than a fully reliable one, whose hadith is considered hasan when solitary)
and a “thigah” narrator (a fully reliable narrator, whose hadith is sahih) both
contradict someone more reliable and more precise than them, then their
narration is considered irregular (shadh), rejected, and classified as weak. In
contrast, the opposing narration—transmitted by the more reliable and
precise narrator—is considered preserved (mahfiz).
Here is the English translation:
Keywords:

e Increased reliability

« Anomalous (or irregular)
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Trustworthiness

e Reliable narrator
e Preserved
e The majority of hadith scholars
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