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The Role of the International Criminal Court in Protecting

the Palestinian People from Genocide
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Faculty of Sharia, Al-Zaytouna University, Libya

Abstract

The International Criminal Court is one of the international legal
mechanisms that can play a role in protecting the Palestinian people from
crimes of genocide, within the framework of its legal mandate to prosecute
perpetrators of the most serious crimes of concern to the international
community.

The court can also contribute to protecting the Palestinian people by
investigating acts that may constitute genocide, prosecuting those
responsible for these crimes, providing general deterrence by threatening to
hold potential perpetrators accountable, and legitimizing the suffering of
victims through legal recognition.

However, the court faces significant challenges in this regard, including
political constraints, the lack of participation by some parties, and limited
enforcement mechanisms, which undermine its practical effectiveness in
providing immediate protection to the Palestinian people. Thus, the role of
the International Criminal Court in this case remains the subject of ongoing
legal and political debate, with supporters viewing it as a step toward
achieving justice and opponents criticizing it for alleged bias or
ineffectiveness.
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