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Criminal Protection for Whistleblowers of Corruption
Crimes: A Comparative Study
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Abstract

Reporting crimes in general, and corruption crimes in particular, is one of the
basic human rights guaranteed by international and regional conventions,
constitutions and national legislation. This right may even rise to the level of
a duty when exercised by public employees. This is not considered a form of
snitching or divulging the secrets of the public or private job.

Reporting crimes is considered one of the most important effective means and
mechanisms that may prevent their occurrence or hinder their completion, and
leads to avoiding the danger that may result from them, which contributes to
building trust between members of society and its institutions, and enhances
the participation of individuals in combating crime in all its forms. Reporting
corruption crimes is also considered one of the most important tools used by
security and judicial authorities to achieve security and combat criminal
phenomena, especially corruption crimes, which have become a specter that
threatens the security and stability of societies, as their impact has extended
across borders, which prompted the international community to allocate a
criminal policy and a legislative tool to combat them, and attempt to limit
their dire effects.

This was done by issuing a general international instrument that included
most of the world’s countries as a member, represented by the United Nations
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Convention against Corruption in 2003. Articles 32/33 encouraged reporting
corruption crimes, but the text on the right to report remains incomplete and
useless unless it is supported by legislative guarantees to protect those
reporting corruption crimes from the harm that may befall them as a result of
their reporting, especially since the person reporting is a human being
governed by his personal interests that he tries to protect and keep away from
anything that might harm them.

The fear of revenge or being harmed by the perpetrators of corruption crimes
may lead him to refrain from reporting, especially since the parties that
practice corruption have the influence and capabilities that make them able to
silence anyone who tries to report their disasters, which will expose the state’s
security, economy and political stability to danger. Accordingly, the main
question in this regard is: Has the international interest in the issue of
reporting corruption crimes led the Libyan criminal legislator to adopt and
approve a sound and effective legislative system within its provisions to
provide the necessary protection for those reporting corruption crimes? What
are the other legal tools that help adopt a legislative policy consistent with the
requirements of modern criminal justice in the field of protecting those
reporting corruption crimes?

Keywords:

Whistleblowers, corruption crimes, criminal protection, international efforts,
Libyan law.
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