=) e Lgnlidat g cial) B 4B BaLy )
4 31 Arala Y1 RIS ¢ Ay sl all and -

Email: nabilkweldi1l980@gmail.com
22025/8/8 Jsdll g )5 a2025/5/4 Jws )Y )

A Methodological Study of Ziyadat al-Thiqat in Isnad and

Matn According to al-Albani
By:Nabel Ali Aaad Alanbat

This study presents an overview of the methodological approach of
Muhammad Nasir al-Din al-Albani (d. 1999) — may God have mercy upon
him — in addressing issues related to hadith criticism and its various
complexities. Al-Albani is regarded as one of the most prominent figures of
hadith scholarship in the modern era. He enriched the Islamic library with
extensive contributions in the field, engaging with numerous technical
questions and problems of hadith sciences, such as the issue of ziyadat al-
thigat (additions reported by trustworthy narrators), among other critical
topics. His methodological approach generated significant debate among
contemporary scholars, with opinions ranging between support and
opposition.

This study aims to answer the many questions that have been raised
regarding al-Albant’s critical method: Did he follow a clearly defined
methodology? Or was his work limited to compilation and transmission?
Did he employ evidence-based weighting when differences arose? Or was
his approach arbitrary? Did he establish his own school of hadith criticism?
Or did he simply follow earlier scholars? These and other questions are
addressed throughout the research.

The researcher undertook substantial effort to trace al-Alban1’s statements
on critical issues across his various works, examining and inductively
analyzing his method in a nearly comprehensive manner. The study
ultimately arrives at several key findings and recommendations, among the
most important of which are the following
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Al-Albani followed a clear and well-defined methodology in dealing with
ahadith mu‘allala (subtly defective narrations), particularly those involving
additions by trustworthy narrators in both the chain of transmission and the
text. He also made contributions that built upon—and sometimes extended
beyond—the work of earlier and later scholars, taking advantage of sources
and manuscripts that were not readily available to many of them.

Moreover, the study concludes that al-Albani — from the researcher’s
perspective — did not depart from the general methodological framework of
the early and later critics in their treatment of defective narrations. Rather,
he walked in their footsteps, benefiting from their principles while applying
them with notable diligence and breadth.

Finally, the research recommends recognizing al-Albant’s works as essential
references in the verification of hadith sources, the grading of narrations,
and the processes of editing and critical assessment, owing to their precision
and extensive analytical effort. Nevertheless, in the interest of scholarly
integrity, the researcher also notes a number of minor, forgivable errors
found in al-Albani’s work—errors from which no scholar is entirely exempt.
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