21958 - 1873 (pimsid puadl) dana fradl) 2ie dadlual) 45 ptail)
*han G iy (g5 2
i Ay i3l Al ¢ Ry
marwahmidi89@gmail.com
22025/11/2 Jsdll Ja )l 22025/9/5 Jw )Y )

The Reformist Theory of Sheikh Muhammad al-

Khidr Husayn (1873-1958)
Dr. Marwa Bint al-Zayn Hamidi*
Researcher, University of Zaytuna — Tunisia
marwahmidi89@gmail.com
The article discusses the biography of Sheikh Muhammad Al-Khidr Hussein
and his role in intellectual and religious reform in the modern era. It begins
by providing an overview of the circumstances in which the Islamic world
lived, characterized by colonialism, weak education, and the spread of
intellectual deviations, which prompted the Sheikh to adopt a
comprehensive reform project.
The article reviews the Sheikh’s upbringing in a scholarly environment that
contributed to the formation of his intellectual personality, and his
educational progression until he became one of the leading scholars. From a
young age, he engaged in intellectual and national struggle in defense of
Islamic identity, relying on scientific reform rather than violent
confrontation, focusing on raising awareness and combating ignorance.
The article also highlights the foundations of his reformist theory, which
include adherence to the Qur’an and Sunnah, opening the door to ijtihad
(independent reasoning), reforming education, correcting misconceptions,
combating innovations (bid‘ah), and emphasizing major values such as
freedom and justice. The Sheikh believes that revival can only be achieved
by reviving a sound religious spirit and liberating the Muslim mind from
rigidity and blind imitation.
Finally, the article presents the reform methods he adopted, the most
important of which are: the scientific method based on evidence, the
educational method focusing on moral development of the individual, and
the moderate missionary approach based on dialogue and wisdom. It also
warns against pitfalls to avoid, such as extremism, fanaticism, and blind
admiration of the West.
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