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Judging Abortion in Islam
This research can be summarized as follows:
The issue of abortion, which has become widespread, is not a new matter in
this era; rather, it has an ancient history. It is an issue that carries grave
danger in itself, considering its consequences and the motives behind it. Its
Judgments vary depending on the stages and development of the fetus—
before the soul is breathed into it and after. The predominant scholarly
opinion is that abortion is prohibited before the completion of four months
(approximately 120 days). This prohibition becomes stronger and more
emphatic the further the fetus advances in age and the closer it gets to
completing these four months. As for abortion after the completion of four
months (i.e., after the soul has been breathed into the fetus), it constitutes
the killing of a respected human soul (a living human being), which is
forbidden except for a legitimate shar‘l reason that permits it—and such a
reason is only conceivable in extremely narrow and rare circumstances.
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