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Abstract:
One of the fundamental principles that has sparked extensive scholarly
debate is the principle, "If a proof is subject to doubt, the argument based
upon it is invalidated." This principle is directly related to the study of the
meaning of words and the extent of the validity of evidence when there is
conflict or certainty is impossible. This principle has been used in weighing
evidence and critiquing legal reasoning. Given its widespread influence, the
researchers wished to present a contemporary reading that incorporates the
traditional legal framework in order to analyze this principle conceptually
and practically, and to review its validity in light of modern legal
methodologies and contemporary changes. We will begin the research by
clarifying the basic theoretical concepts related to the topic, as a prelude to
understanding the principle under study within its sound conceptual and
methodological framework.
Scholars have divided words, based on their degree of clarity in conveying
meaning, into two methods:
The Hanafi method, which divided words according to their levels of clarity
into four varying degrees: apparent, explicit, interpreted, and definitive. The
definitive is the clearest, followed by the interpreted, then the explicit, and
finally the apparent. The majority of scholars who divided clear expression
into only two categories—the apparent and the explicit—held that the
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apparent is that which admits of ambiguity and whose meaning is probable,
while the explicit is that which admits no ambiguity and whose meaning is
definitive. Thus, the apparent, according to the majority, corresponds to the
apparent and the explicit according to the Hanafis, and the explicit
according to the majority corresponds to the interpreted according to the
Hanafis, as well as to the decisive according to them, since the period of
abrogation ended with the death of the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon
him) and the cessation of revelation.
This study seeks to reconcile the principle of the legal theorists (that if
ambiguity enters into a proof, its use as evidence is invalidated) with the
probabilistic nature of proofs that are open to interpretation and do not have
a single, definitive meaning.
The apparent meaning of the legal principle necessitates certainty, and the
reality of texts is that they are probabilistic in their authenticity, their
meanings, or both. However, this principle does not mean that the mere
presence of any ambiguity in a proof invalidates its use as evidence. Rather,
it refers to the less likely ambiguity that has not been addressed and which
competes with the argument in a way that renders the proof's meaning
unclear. This research also aims to demonstrate that this rule applies to
argumentation and reasoning, not to matters of probability in general. In
other words, if a valid, strong, or equally strong probability arises regarding
the evidence, and this probability is not addressed, then the evidence cannot
be used to support the intended meaning.
Keywords: rule — evidence — probability — reasoning
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