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Abstract

Since the mid-20th century and the dawn of the 21st century, linguistic
studies have shown increasing interest in expanding the scope of analysis. A
methodological and theoretical shift occurred in approaching both written
and spoken language. Initially, linguistic focus was primarily on the
sentence as the central unit of analysis. However, this perspective evolved to
grant the fext—with all its structural and semantic components—a pivotal
position in linguistic research. This scientific shift was not coincidental but
rather a response to the need to understand how meaning is constructed
within linguistic systems that go beyond the individual sentence. It raised
essential questions such as: How are sentences interconnected? How is
cohesion and coherence woven into a text? How do the speaker and listener
fulfill their roles in a communicative context? And how do prior knowledge
and intertextual references integrate into the structure of a text?

Within this framework, Text Linguistics emerged as a foundational
linguistic field concerned with the fext as an independent unit of study,
focusing on analyzing what is referred to as textuality—that is, the set of
standards that render a linguistic segment a "text" from communicative,
semantic, grammatical, and contextual perspectives. This is clearly
illustrated in the works of Robert de Beaugrande, who identified seven
criteria of textuality: cohesion, coherence, intentionality, acceptability,
situationality, informativity, and intertextuality.

The present study applied these textuality criteria to the analysis of Surat Al-
‘Alaq as a model Qur’anic text that exemplifies the highest levels of textual
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cohesion and coherence. Structurally and thematically, the Surah presents a
linguistic discourse characterized by epistemological depth, communicative
clarity, and miraculous eloquence.
In the first section of the research, the core concepts of Text Linguistics
were defined, with particular focus on De Beaugrande's definition of
textuality. Furthermore, the Qur’an was highlighted as a unique linguistic
text that transcends the traditional framework of religious discourse to
constitute a comprehensive linguistic phenomenon encompassing all criteria
of textuality.

In the applied section, Surat Al-‘Alag was analyzed according to the

following criteria:

e Cohesion: The study addressed mechanisms of internal textual linkage
through grammatical tools such as reference (pronouns and
demonstratives), ellipsis, conjunctions (coordinating and conditional),
substitution, and lexical cohesion (repetition and collocation).
Additionally, phonological cohesion was examined through elements
such as rhyme, sound repetition, and harmonious endings.

e Coherence: Focus was placed on the cognitive and logical structure of
the Surah, beginning with the divine command to read—a gateway to
knowledge—and concluding with guidance directed toward the Prophet
(peace be upon him) to draw closer to God. This reflects a well-
structured and cohesive discourse that emphasizes the relationship
between human beings and divine revelation.

The analysis was further enriched by incorporating pragmatic concepts such
as context (temporal and social), background knowledge, the principle of
local interpretation, and implicature. These were used to interpret the Surah
in light of its historical and cultural context, and to explore its impact on the
recipient in terms of acceptance and influence.
The study concluded that Surat Al-‘Alag represents a comprehensive
rhetorical model that fulfills all criteria of textuality. It serves
simultaneously as an epistemological, legislative, and informational entry
point. Moreover, the research demonstrated that analyzing Qur’anic text
through the lens of Text Linguistics does not undermine its sanctity; rather,
it provides a scientific approach aimed at uncovering its precise structure
and communicative effectiveness—an endeavor rooted in the classical
traditions of Qur’anic eloquence and /jaz (inimitability), which modern
linguistics has reframed through contemporary terminology and analytical
tools.

Keywords: Qur'anic Text Structure; Surah Al-‘Alaq; Linguistics; de

Beaugrande’s Model.
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