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Abstract

This study examines the phenomenon of agreement (al-mutabaqa) in
Arabic grammar in terms of its concept, types, and the exceptions (‘awarid)
that may affect it. It focuses particularly on agreement in gender and
number, and the cases of deviation or departure from the basic grammatical
rule, through the analysis of selected Qur’anic examples, especially from
Sirat Al ‘Imran and Sirat al-Nisa.

The study demonstrates that agreement constitutes a fundamental
grammatical principle in the structure of the Arabic sentence, as it plays a
vital role in ensuring syntactic and semantic coherence among sentence
components. Agreement appears in several aspects, including case
inflection, gender, number, person, and definiteness/indefiniteness. Classical
Arab grammarians addressed this phenomenon within various grammatical
chapters—particularly those dealing with al-tawabi‘ (dependents)—yet they
did not provide a unified technical definition, preferring instead a
descriptive and applied treatment based on linguistic evidence.

The study originates from the observation that there exist grammatical and
rhetorical factors leading to deviation from full agreement in certain
contexts. Such deviations occur for semantic, stylistic, or rhetorical reasons,
such as considering meaning over form (haml al-lafz ‘ala al-ma‘'na),
following linguistic convention (sama‘), or responding to the contextual
demands of expression. These factors reveal the flexibility of the Arabic
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grammatical system and its capacity to adapt to meaning without violating
its underlying syntactic structure.

The research analyzes the manifestations of these exceptions through three

main dimensions:

1. Gender agreement (masculine and feminine) between subject and
predicate, verb and subject, and adjective and noun, identifying when
agreement is obligatory and when deviation is permissible.

2. Number agreement (singular, dual, and plural) and its correlation with
gender distinctions, according to the syntactic position of the subject and
the morphological type of the plural (broken plural, sound feminine
plural, collective nouns, etc.).

3. Agreement between pronoun and antecedent, examining cases of
variation in number (singular, dual, plural) and the stylistic phenomenon
of iltifat (shifts among pronouns of person, gender, and number).

The Qur’anic analysis shows that deviation from expected agreement is not

a grammatical error, but rather a deliberate rhetorical device that enhances

meaning and deepens expression. Such deviations serve rhetorical functions

such as emphasis, magnification, brevity, or contextual harmony, thereby
enriching the expressive power of the Qur’anic text.

The study employs a descriptive and analytical methodology, tracing the

phenomenon within Qur’anic discourse and analyzing it through the

perspectives of both classical and modern grammarians, while also engaging
with previous studies on the topic.

Ultimately, the research concludes that agreement represents a syntactic and

semantic cornerstone of the Arabic grammatical system, and that deviation

from its basic form should not be viewed as an anomaly, but rather as a

legitimate stylistic variation that enhances the richness, expressiveness, and

flexibility of the Arabic language.

Keywords: Agreement; grammatical exceptions; gender; number; Qur’an,

deviation; rhetoric; Arabic syntax; semantic concord.
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