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The Context and Its Role in Determining the Meaning of

Illocutionary Verbs: A Study of Surah Al-Isra as a Model
Zainab Abu Al Eid Mabarouk*
Faculty of Education, University of Gharyan, Libya

Abstract:

Semantics is one of the most important branches of rhetoric, focusing on the
study of structures in terms of their suitability for the context. It is the
science that reveals the relationship between linguistic form and the
intended meaning within the context. Among the tools of this science are the
declarative verbs, which serve as rhetorical tools for influence and
persuasion. The role of context is evident in directing the meanings of these
verbs within texts, particularly Qur'anic texts.

This study highlights the decisive influence of context in determining the
meaning of the declarative verbs in Surat Al-Isra' and demonstrates how the
Holy Qur'an employs these rhetorical devices with flexibility and depth to
serve meaning and purpose. Understanding context is key to understanding
Qur'anic discourse and appreciating its eloquence.

Keywords: The Context; the Meaning; Illocutionary Verbs; Surah Al-Isra as

a Model.
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