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Abstract :

Libyan women have received a significant share of popular proverbs
that express their lives and realities. At times, women themselves were the
creators of these proverbs, while at other times, they were the subjects of
them. These sayings touched upon all aspects of their lives and, based on
them, the general framework of women’s character was shaped within
Libyan customs—honoring them in some situations and wronging them in
others.

This inherited stereotypical image, passed down through
generations, has shaped the collective popular memory. Tracing and
categorizing these proverbs historically represents an attempt to study the
historical dimension of the commonly known sayings and their role in
shaping and defining the Libyan personality over time.
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