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Research Abstract

This study presents a comprehensive examination of the science of al-Jarh
wa al-Ta‘dil (the Evaluation and Authentication of Narrators), which
constitutes one of the fundamental disciplines of Islamic scholarship. It
played a pivotal role in safeguarding the authenticity of the Prophetic
Sunnah and preserving the integrity of the second primary source of Islamic
legislation.

The research addresses a central question: how can the religious obligation
of clarifying the status of narrators be reconciled with the prohibition of
backbiting among Muslims? To answer this, the study investigates the
scriptural evidences, historical development, and methodological principles
underlying this discipline, highlighting its ethical and jurisprudential
dimensions.

The findings confirm that the legitimacy of al-Jarh wa al-Ta‘dil is firmly
established in both the Qur’an and the Sunnah. Muslim scholars have
unanimously agreed that it constitutes a communal obligation (fard kifayah)
essential for the protection of Islamic law. Furthermore, the distinction
between prohibited backbiting and legitimate scholarly critique lies in the
intent and the presence of a valid religious purpose. The study concludes
that both undue haste in criticism and excessive leniency in validation lead
to significant harm, undermining the reliability of transmitted knowledge
and the credibility of the Sunnah.
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