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Al-Nawawi's Juristic Qualification (Takyif Fight) of Means
(Dhara’i‘): An Analysis of His Deliberations on the Principle
of Blocking the Means (Sadd al-Dhari‘ah) in Al-Majmii‘ and

Sharh Sahth Muslim (A Study of Select Models(
Issa Ali Omran Al-Mabrouk
Faculty Member at Sayyid Muhammad bin Ali Al-Sanusi University

Abstract

This study analyzes Imam Al-Nawawi’s (d. 676 AH) juristic qualification
(Takyif Fight) of the principle of Blocking the Means (Sadd al-Dhari‘ah) by
examining his legal reasoning in his two major works: Al-Majmu* Sharh al-
Muhadhdhab and Sharh Sahth Muslim. The research demonstrates Al-
Nawawi's systematic application of this rule as a preventative legal
justification, despite the Shafi‘1 School not adopting it as an independent legal
source. Through selected cases (e.g., unlawful seclusion and perfumed
women attending mosques), the study reveals that Al-Nawawi utilizes the
principle to prioritize averting harm over securing benefits, ensuring a
methodological consistency between his jurisprudential and hadith
commentaries. His approach is ultimately a precautionary measure intended
to prevent unauthorized additions to legislation and to block paths leading to
prohibited actions and moral corruption.

Keywords: (Imam al-Nawawi, Blocking the Means [Sadd al-Dhara’i], Juristic
Characterization, Shafi‘i School)
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