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Interpretation of Islamic Legal Texts by Maliki Scholars:
An Applied Jurisprudential Study in Light of the Higher
Objectives of Islamic Law Magqasid al-Sharia

Abstract:

This research aims to clarify the concept of hermencutics (Ta'wil)
according to Maliki scholars, its correct conditions and governing
principles, and to highlight its types. It also seeks to uncover its various
facets within their school of thought and to illustrate its impact on juristic
differences and the multiplicity of legal rulings.

This study found that the interpretations of the Maliki school were closely
linked to achieving the objectives and wisdom of Islamic law (Maqasid al-
Shari'ah), serving as an effective tool for realizing its ultimate goals and
preserving its universal principles.

Finally, the research concludes that the Maliki school is distinguished by
its flexibility and dynamism in dealing with religious texts and by its
avoidance of strict literalism. It affirms that disciplined jurisprudential
hermeneutics (al-Ta'wil al-Usuli) is a systematic mechanism for
elucidating the potential meanings and significations within religious texts,

thereby revealing the intent of the Wise Legislator.
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