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Abstract:

Thibron launched his campaign against the Cyrenaican region (Cyrene)
in the late fourth century B.C., shortly after the death of Alexander the Great
in 323 B.C. Thibron had been one of Alexander’s officers, and following the
latter’s death, his ambitions began to surface as he sought to establish an
empire modeled after Alexander’s. Exploiting the state of unrest that
prevailed in Cyrene, he attempted to seize control over parts of North
Africa.

Thibron advanced toward the Cyrenaican region, taking advantage of the
internal conflicts between the aristocratic and democratic factions among
the inhabitants of Cyrene. He succeeded in entering the city with the help of
certain exiles from the region who had taken refuge on the island of Crete.
However, he soon clashed with the local population after he began to
impose his authority by force.

From its outset, the campaign revealed clear economic and political
dimensions. Cyrene was well known for its agricultural and commercial
products, especially the Silphium plant, one of the most valuable
commodities of the ancient world. Thibron’s primary objective was to seize
the city’s wealth and to gain control over the trade routes across the
Mediterranean. The domination of Cyrene promised a vast economic
resource for any commander seeking to establish independent power in
the aftermath of Alexander’s fragmented empire.

The campaign also coincided with a period of political instability that
followed Alexander’s death, during which many of his generals sought to
found their own kingdoms. Among them was Thibron, who aimed to
establish an autonomous rule in Cyrene as a base for his authority in North
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Africa. The city’s strategic location between Egypt and Carthage made it a
coveted target for Greek and Hellenistic powers alike.

Ultimately, however, Thibron’s campaign failed, as the Greek cities—
supported by the Libyan tribes—offered strong resistance to any external
attempts at domination. Nevertheless, his campaign opened the door to
foreign intervention and paved the way for the Ptolemies, who had long
aspired to bring Cyrene under their control.

Keywords:
The Thevéron Campaign — Cyrenaican Provinces — Their Economic and

Political Dimensions
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