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Abstract

This research aims to analyze the changes resulting from the interaction
between realpolitik and multilateral diplomacy through a legal study of the
AUKUS and QUAD cases as contemporary examples of the reshaping of
international alliances in the Indian and Pacific Oceans. The first alliance,
AUKUS, focuses on security and military cooperation between the United
States, the United Kingdom, and Australia, enhanced by granting Australia
nuclear submarine capabilities, in a move that is seen from a realpolitik
perspective as part of strategies to deter and contain Chinese influence.
However, this alliance raises legal issues regarding its compatibility with the
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty and international law frameworks related
to collective security. In contrast, the Quad alliance, which includes the
United States, India, Japan, and Australia, represents a model closer to
multilateral diplomacy, based on non-military cooperation in the areas of
maritime security, humanitarian assistance, and strengthening the rules of
the international system, especially the law of the sea.
The study concludes that these two alliances embody two different trends in
the international system, one leaning toward realistic unilateralism
(AUKUS) and the other toward legal multilateralism (QUAD). It also
highlights the importance of strengthening the legal frameworks for such
arrangements in order to ensure their transparency, legitimacy, and the
stability of the rules-based international system.
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