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1. ABSTRACT
Praise be to Allah, who taught by the pen, taught man what he did not know.
And peace and blessings be upon the first teacher, our Prophet Muhammad,
and upon his family and companions.
To proceed,
Religious knowledge has always been—and continue to be—pillars of the
advancement of nations. Scholars have played a pivotal role in spreading
this knowledge and establishing their foundations within Islamic societies.
Among these distinguished scholars in Libya generally, and in the city of
Derna specifically, the name of Sheikh Mustafa Al-Tarabulsi stands out. He
documented important aspects of academic and religious life in his well-
known book, “Derna the Radiant: Past and Present”.
This research addresses an important aspect of his legacy—namely,
religious education—in terms of its methodologies, tools, and its impact on
shaping the scholarly elite in the city of Derna. This is the objective of the
research, which employs a descriptive-analytical approach.
This research is divided into an introduction, which includes the
significance of the study, its objectives, the reason for its selection, its
scope, and the methodology used. This is followed by a preface about the
life of the Sheikh—his lineage, birth, upbringing, and publications. Then
come two main sections: the first explores the features of religious
education in the city of Derna as presented in the book, while the second
discusses the role of scholars in education, including the names mentioned
by the author.
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With this, I ask Allah for success and guidance. All praise is due to Allah,
the Lord of the worlds, and may peace and blessings be upon our Prophet

Muhammad, and upon his family and companions.
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