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Abstract (English)

This research examines the phenomenon of the masked superiority complex
and its manifestation in narcissistic leadership and building on Alfred
Adler’s theory of psychological compensation the study explores how
leaders employ defensive mechanisms to conceal feelings of inferiority and
project an image of superiority focusing on three dimensions namely the
psychological basis of the masked superiority complex the behavioral
patterns of narcissistic leadership in political and economic contexts and the
consequences for followers and organizational or state structures the
analysis reviews three leaders who represent distinct expressions of masked
narcissistic leadership where Kim Jong Un leader of North Korea employs
absolute authority and symbolic displays to counter perceived internal and
external threats while Donald Trump former President of the United States
relies on media charisma and confrontational discourse to construct a
superior self-image that conceals heightened sensitivity to criticism and loss
of control and Steve Jobs co-founder of Apple Inc combined remarkable
innovation with a demanding leadership style reflecting creative narcissism
linked to psychological compensation findings highlight a shared reliance
on psychological compensation strategies to sustain a superior image despite
latent feelings of inadequacy or internal threat and the impact on followers
varies across contexts ranging from motivation and inspiration to the
creation of restrictive or pressurized environments depending on the context
and the leader’s personality indicating that masked narcissistic leadership
exerts a dual influence capable of fostering creativity and progress yet also
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