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Abstract
The Arab Maghreb Union was established as a result of strengthening the
idea of economic, cultural, and political cooperation and integration within
a common market among the five member states. The idea of the Maghreb
Union coincided with the national liberation struggles of African peoples,
and the Tangier Conference, the “Unity Conference” of 1958, was the first
occasion to officially give a clear meaning to the concept of the “Maghreb
Union.”
However, the Union did not last long, as it was effectively frozen in 1994
following the Marrakech hotel bombing, which was allegedly carried out
by French citizens of Moroccan and Algerian origin. Afterwards, tensions
resurfaced between Algeria and Morocco over the Western Sahara issue,
as well as the unresolved border dispute between the two countries.

The lack of stability in the region and the growing cross-border security

threats revived calls for regional cooperation. In May 2015, during the

thirty-third session of the Follow-up Committee, the Foreign Ministry of

the Maghreb Union declared the “need for a coordinated security policy,”

-which reflects hope for some form of renewed cooperation
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