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Tribal Loyalty in Libya: Challenges to Democratic Building
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Ahmed Al-Suwaie Al-Naes - Department of Political Science - Faculty of
Economics and Political Science, Sorman - University of Sabratha

Abstract
Tribal loyalty in Libya represents one of the most significant challenges to the
democratic transition since 2011. This loyalty has played a decisive role in
reshaping political and social power balances, deepening political divisions,
weakening state institutions, and hindering national reconciliation efforts.
However, the tribal structure may also serve as a stabilizing factor if reoriented
to support the project of state-building. This study aims to analyze the impact of
tribal loyalty on Libya’s democratic transition during the period (2011-2025),
focusing on the challenges it poses and the potential opportunities for employing
it in fostering reconciliation and building democracy.
Keywords: Tribal Loyalty — Tribe — Libya — Democratic Transition.
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