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Marriage before and after Islam: its concept, types, and impact on
social relations.
Samira Saad Salama : salamah@su.edu.ly
Research summary
Marriage is a social and cultural bond deeply rooted in human life since
ancient times. However, its concept and practice have evolved significantly
before and after Islam.
Before Islam, marriage in pre-Islamic times relied heavily on tribal
traditions and local customs. Marital relationships often lacked equal rights
between spouses. Practices such as uncontrolled polygamy, child marriage,
temporary marriage, and, occasionally, trafficking in women were also
prevalent.
With the advent of Islam, marriage laws were introduced to regulate the
relationship between spouses in a way that achieves justice, affection, and
mercy. Islam imposed mutual rights and duties between spouses, prohibited
harmful practices, encouraged the selection of a righteous spouse, and
clarified the conditions for proper marriage. Islam also emphasized the
importance of a formal marriage contract and transparency in the
relationship, while protecting the rights and dignity of women.
In this way, marriage transitioned from being merely a social custom to a
solid covenant based on love, respect, and compassion, making it a solid
foundation for building families and societies.
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