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Summary

Narrative is connected to the world of the story because it involves the
implications of storytelling, though it can be considered implicit. It has
entered the realm of poetry, as narrative means conveying the tale in an
artistic manner through language to reach others. Looking at Arabic poetry,
we find a natural inclination towards narrative, beginning from the need for
companionship and friendship in the vast barren desert, to the diversity of
storytelling and the images it has formed (Mai Khalaf, n.d.: 20). However,
some Orientalists and some Arab critics have criticized Arabic poetry for
lacking narrative poetry. For example, Shawqi Daif says: "Pre-Islamic times
did not know this kind of narrative poetry" (Shawqi Daif, 1960: 189). This
is not accurate because the pre-Islamic environment, with its wars, heroism,
and boasting of victories, was conducive to the emergence of this type of
poetry (Mai Khalaf, n.d.: 20). Moreover, the pre-Islamic poet did not
indulge his imagination to weave myths far from reality, as Greek, Roman,
and other poets did.

Wine is one of the themes addressed by ancient Arabic poetry. Poets sang of
it, described its colors, flavors, antiquity, and its effect on the soul. They
described the cupbearers, the women who served wine, the repentant
drinkers, and the gatherings, along with the frivolity, debauchery, and
singing that occurred there. However, wine went beyond the concept of
intoxication and ecstasy to become a symbol embodying human
relationships with life and death, reflecting the visions and thoughts of its
drinkers and revealing an important aspect of the social and cultural life of
the Arab society through its history. We notice that in the pre-Islamic era,
wine was associated with heroism, generosity, and tribal pride, and it was
interspersed with narrative scenes, albeit few, as in some poems of Al-
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A'sha. In early Islam, its mention declined relatively, and when mentioned
by some poets, it appeared as a symbol or nostalgia for the old heritage.

In the Umayyad era, this art flourished linked with the art of love poetry,
reflecting the civilized life of society with short narrative scenes dominated
by love. For instance, the narrative poet Omar ibn Abi Rabia gave his
romantic adventures a narrative space by including dialogue, movement,
time, place, conflict, and resolution, making them closer to narrative
storytelling, some including descriptions of wine gatherings. With the
arrival of the Abbasid era, wine storytelling reached its peak at the hands of
Abu Nuwas, who was able to paint a complete narrative tableau including a
beginning, climax, and conclusion. Thus, the ancient Arab poet contributed
to enriching the structure of Arabic poetry while preserving the poem in
terms of form and meter
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