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The Authentication of Prophetic Hadith and its Scholarly
phases Weak (Da‘if) Hadith as a Case Study"

Abstract

This research examines the methodological framework of Hadith
authentication (Takhr1j al-Hadith) and its scholarly stages, applying this
process to the weak (Da‘if) Hadith "Seeking knowledge is obligatory
upon every Muslim" as a case study. Using a critical-analytical approach,
the study traces the authentication stages from collecting transmission
chains (isnad) and textual analysis (matn) to evaluating defects (‘ilal) and
issuing final judgments. The research first explores Hadith
authentication's conceptual foundations, significance, methodologies, and
classical reference works. It then details the practical stages of
authentication, including variant collection, isnad examination, and
defect analysis. Finally, it applies these methods to the target Hadith,
revealing critical flaws: its isnad contains discredited narrators (e.g., Hafs
ibn Abt Dawiid, Kathir ibn Shanzir) deemed unreliable by jarh wa ta‘dil
scholars, while its matn contradicts Islamic principles by unconditionally
declaring knowledge-seeking an obligation (faridah). The study
emphasizes distinguishing weak from authentic Hadiths in legal
reasoning, noting restricted use of weak Hadiths in virtues of deeds
(fada’il al-a‘mal). It recommends rigorous authentication standards,
warns against citing weak Hadiths in legal rulings (ahkam), and permits
their cautious use in ethical guidance.

Key terms: Authentication (Takhrij), Transmission Chain (Isnad),
Text (Matn), Defects (‘Ilal), Weak (Da‘if), Discreditation (Jarh),
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