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Preference Based on the Criterion of Specialization According
to Imam Al-Bayhaqi in His Book "Al-Sunan Al-Kubra" —

Applied Models
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husayn.a.alshahmi@jius.edu.ly
*Research Summary
This study examines one of the criteria used to weigh and prefer among

differing hadith narrations, specifically the criterion of _specialization
(v=baial), which Imam al-Bayhaqi employed in his book _Al-Sunan al-
Kubra to favor certain narrations over others. This criterion refers to a
narrator’s specialization—whether in narrating from his family, his teacher,
or people of his region. It is considered a significant factor in the science of
hadith defects ( _‘Ilal al-Hadith ), and focusing on this criterion equips
researchers with the ability to discern and prefer among conflicting
narrations.
The research is divided into the following sections:
*Introductory Section*
Introduction to Imam al-Bayhaqi and his book _Al-Sunan al-Kubra -
Section One: Biography of Imam al-Bayhaqi*, including:

- His nickname and title

- Lineage

- Birthplace and hometown

- Pursuit of knowledge

- Scholarly journeys

- Teachers and students

- Works authored

- Scholars’ praise and opinions about him

- His jurisprudential school

- His creed
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- His death
-Section Two: Introduction to _Al-Sunan al-Kubra

- Title of the book

- Its scholarly significance
*First Chapter: Definition of the Criterion of Specialization and Phrases
Used by Hadith Scholars to Indicate It*
- *Part One: Meaning of “criterion” and “specialization” in language and
terminology*
- *Part Two: Phrases used by hadith scholars to denote specialization
*Second Chapter: Practical Examples*
*Key Findings of the Study*
1. Imam al-Bayhaqi used various expressions to indicate his preference for
narrations based on the narrator’s specialization with his teacher. These
include: more memorized (:-éaf), more knowledgeable of the hadith ( < </
¢wiay) more learned in the hadith (Cwssalel) more trustworthy and
knowledgeable (<=5 355f), more accurate (<), most accurate among
companions (el <) most accurate among people (Ll )
2. The study shows that many hadith scholars used similar expressions to
those of Imam al-Bayhaqi when preferring among differing narrations.
3. The research highlights Imam al-Bayhaqi’s deep familiarity with the
narrations and their narrators, showcasing his critical ability and
discernment in evaluating hadith.
4. A close reading of _Al-Sunan al-Kubra and Imam al-Bayhaqi’s
preferences among narrations reveals his vast knowledge and profound
expertise in the science of hadith defects.
5. Imam al-Bayhaqi did not deviate from the terminology used by earlier
hadith critics when applying the criterion of specialization to prefer among
narrations.
*Keywords*
Criterion, Specialization, Preference, al-Bayhaqi, Al-Sunan al-Kubra
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