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Abstract

Although the term "symbol" in its technical sense was not clearly present in
ancient Arabic studies, its practice existed in many forms of rhetorical,
religious, and artistic expression. Rhetoricians resorted to metaphor,
allusion, and hinting, and some turned to symbolism to express spiritual
meanings and imaginations beyond direct perception.
In Arabic poetry, symbols varied and appeared in images that carry
meanings beyond their verbal surface.

With the opening of Arab culture to modern methodologies, the concepts of
symbol, sign, and indication began to take precise analytical paths, seeking
to understand the mechanisms of language in producing meaning and how
symbols are employed within different discourses.

Hence, this research aims to shed light on the linguistic symbol as a central
concept in rhetoric, criticism, and linguistics, combining traditional
comparison with modern perspectives in an attempt to root the concept and
trace its development in Arab thought, both ancient and modern, clarifying
its types and characteristics, and how ancient and modern Arabic studies
have dealt with this concept.

Keywords: Types and Characteristics, Linguistic Symbolism, Ancient and
Modern Arabic Studies.
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