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Botanical Terminology in the Eighth Century AH -The

Comprehensive Dictionary ""Al-Qamaus al-Muhit" as a Model
Asma Salem Muhammad Aoun*
Higher Institute of Agricultural Technology, Al-Ghiran, Libya

Abstract

This study aims to examine botanical terminology in the 8th century AH
through Al-Qamus al-Mohit by al-Firouzabadi, regarded as one of the most
important dictionaries that preserved the Arabic language and consolidated
many of its scientific terms. The research seeks to shed light on the extent to
which botanical sciences are represented in the Arabic lexicon and to reveal
the linguistic mechanisms employed by lexicographers in documenting and
semantically regulating these terms. The study adopts the descriptive-
analytical method to investigate the lexical material.

The findings indicate that al-Firouzabadi did not limit himself to collecting
native Arabic words but also included Arabized and borrowed terms,
reflecting the openness of the Arabic lexicon to the sciences of other
nations. The analysis further shows that botanical terminology in Al-Qamiis
al-Muhit varied in function, ranging from medical and pharmaceutical uses
to agricultural and nutritional meanings, in addition to rhetorical dimensions
in the figurative use of certain plant terms.

The study concludes that Al-Qamiis al-Muhit served as a bridge between
language and scientific knowledge, contributing to the preservation of
botanical terminology and embedding it within the Arabic linguistic
structure This underscores the pivotal role of classical

dictionaries in shaping and developing Arabic scientific terminology.
Keywords: Botanical Terminology; Eighth Century AH; The
Comprehensive Dictionary.
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