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The Mythical Intertextuality in Bayati Poetry
Hafiz al-Fituri Muhammad al-Bakoush*
Department of Arabic Language, Faculty of Education, University of
Zintan, Libya

Abstract

Intertextuality in Arabic poetry and ancient and contemporary world poetry;
we are not saying that ancient Arabic criticism preceded contemporary
Western criticism in formulating and using this term, as that would be
ignorant. However, ancient Arabic criticism referred to several critical and
rhetorical terms that are in fact different forms of intertextuality, including:
quotation, reference, opposition, and auction. These terms and others are
nothing more than forms of intertextuality. The common denominator
between them and intertextuality is the idea of transferring meaning,
wording, or both, or part of them, from one text to another and from one
literary work to another, with a difference in purpose and goal. We find that
myths referring to torment and pain (Sisyphus) and resurrection and renewal
(Ishtar-Phoenix) predominate over other myths (Gilgamesh-Orpheus).
Among the most prominent myths in Al-Bayati's poetry are the myths of
Ishtar and the Phoenix. We also find Al-Bayati in this mythical world, where
myth becomes an inexhaustible source that he resorts to whenever he wants
to express contemporary Arab reality.

Most of the intertextualities intertwined in Al-Bayati's poetry carry
connotations of resurrection, renewal, revolution, suffering, and pain, and
these connotations occupy the foremost place in his poetry.

However, this enormous amount of textual overlap in Al-Bayati's works
indicates his broad awareness of the entire human heritage, both Arab and
foreign, and its diversity.

Keywords: The Mythical intertextuality; Bayati Poetry; textual overlap.
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