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Terminological Derivation in the Comprehensive Dictionary
"Al-Qamaus al-Muhit" — An Approach to Term Formation

from the Roots: Letters (U ,2,2) as a Model
Intisar Abdel Hakim Abdel Salam Milad*
Arabic Language Department, Faculty of Languages, Jafara University,
Libya

Abstract

Derivation represents one of the most distinctive mechanisms of the Arabic
language, enabling the expansion of its lexicon and the creation of new
terms to meet emerging conceptual needs. Among the most significant
sources documenting this phenomenon is Al-Qamis al-Muhit by al-
Firtizabadi, which has served not only as a comprehensive linguistic
reference but also as a repository of scientific and cultural heritage. This
study investigates terminological derivation in Al-Qamis al-Muhit through
an applied analysis of the triliteral roots (L <2 <3), aiming to identify the
morphological patterns employed in term formation and to examine the
relationship between the root and the specialized meaning. The findings
reveal that al-Firizabadi went beyond purely linguistic concerns and
employed derivation as a systematic tool for establishing an early Arabic
terminological framework across various fields, including medicine, botany,
prosody, mathematics, and jurisprudence. Moreover, the results demonstrate
that morphological patterns carried semantic functions that helped
categorize terms within their respective knowledge domains, reflecting a
profound awareness of the role of derivation in knowledge construction.
This research therefore highlights the terminological dimension of classical
Arabic lexicography and underlines its relevance for modern efforts in
terminology development and the Arabization of sciences.

Keywords: Terminological Derivation; the Comprehensive Dictionary "Al-
Qamiis al-Muhit"; Term Formation.
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