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Abstract

This research studies grammatical analogy according to Al-Akbari (d. 616
AH) in his book Al-Lubab fi ‘Ilal al-Bina’ wa al-I‘rab, by clarifying the
status of grammatical analogy in his work and its role in shaping
grammatical rules. The research aims to identify the types of analogy, Al-
Akbari’s method in employing analogy, and its application to issues of
grammatical disagreement. The importance of the study lies in Al-Akbari’s
position on analogy as one of the principles of grammar, in addition to its
impact on formulating his grammatical views and preferences. It also
highlights the significance of analogy in Al-Lubab and shows Al-Akbari’s
role in linking analogy with reasoning. The research adopts the descriptive-
analytical method and concludes with several findings, most notably:
grammatical analogy constitutes the fundamental basis of Al-Akbari’s
method in analysis and reasoning. He employed various forms of analogy,
such as analogy of cause, similarity, and extension. At times, the analogy
originated from Al-Akbari himself, while at other times he adopted it from
the grammarians of Basra or Kufa. He might agree with an analogy or reject
it, providing reasoning for his stance. Thus, it becomes evident that
grammatical analogy for Al-Akbari was not merely a formal tool, but an
analytical method he relied upon to explain structure and inflection,
organize disputes, and establish grammatical rules.

Keywords: Grammatical analogy, Al-Lubab fi ‘Ilal al-Bina’ wa al-I‘rab, Al-
Akbar.
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