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The Libyan Federal System (1951-1963): An Experience in State-
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Abstract:

This research examines the Libyan federal experience during the period
(1951-1963), representing the foundational phase of the modern Libyan state
after independence. The adoption of the federal system emerged as a
compromise solution to unite the three regions — Cyrenaica, Tripolitania, and
Fezzan — within a single political framework that balanced the requirements
of national unity with the distinct identity of each region.

The study explores the historical and political circumstances that led to the
adoption of this system, analyzing the constitutional foundations of the
United Kingdom of Libya, as well as the challenges faced by the federal
experiment and the reasons behind its abolition in 1963.

Furthermore, the research discusses the contemporary political debate
surrounding the possibility of restoring federalism as a means of rebuilding
the Libyan state and ensuring a fair distribution of power and wealth.

The study relies on the historical, analytical, and comparative methodologies
to examine relevant documents, constitutions, and similar experiences. It
concludes that the failure of the federal system was not due to the concept
itself but rather to flaws in its implementation and the weakness of political
institutions at the time.
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The research ultimately suggests that federalism can be reconsidered today
within the framework of political and administrative decentralization to
achieve justice, participation, and stability in Libya’s future.
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Libyan Federalism, Regions, Kingdom of Libya, Federal System.
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