i 2 Qkal) (B T AL o gdadial) adai L ol 52 9 )
e Cagyyll ae
g -0 g 3l Amala - dlatie AU
abdallahsabbagh11@gmail.com
£2025/10/2 Jsll g5 22025/5/5 dws ¥ a5

Anthropology of Quranic Manuscript Binding in the Arab

Maghreb
Dr. Abdelraouf Ghania
Zaytouna University, Tunisia

Abstract

This research explores the art of Qur’anic manuscript binding in the Islamic
Maghreb (Morocco, Algeria, and Tunisia), focusing on the artistic and
technical characteristics that distinguish this tradition. The study
demonstrates that Qur’anic binding was not merely a method of protecting
the sacred text, but a spiritual and aesthetic practice that reflects both
reverence for the Qur’an and the refined artistic tastes of the region. The
research is based on a close artistic and technical analysis of selected bound
Qur’anic manuscripts preserved in national libraries and private collections.
It employs a comparative and descriptive methodology, examining
decorative techniques, materials used (leather, gold leaf, pigments), and the
influence of local traditions and external cultural exchanges. Fadings reveal
that Qur’anic bindings in the Maghreb are characterized by a unique visual
balance, incorporating geometric, vegetal, and calligraphic motifs, as well as
a sophisticated use of color and gilding. These elements reflect a deep
fusion of craftsmanship and spirituality. Furthermore, the study identifies
regional artistic schools with distinct styles, shaped by Andalusian,
Ottoman, and broader Islamic influences. The dissertation concludes by
emphasizing the cultural and historical value of this heritage, and
recommends efforts toward its documentation, preservation, and revival,
highlighting its significance as a key element of Islamic visual identity.
Keywords: Anthropology; Quranic Manuscript; binding; the Arab
Maghreb.
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