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Abstract

This study examines the phenomenon of lexical ambiguity (homonymy) in
the Arabic language in general, and in the Qur’an in particular, as one of the
most significant semantic issues that have long preoccupied linguists, both
classical and modern. The research begins by tracing the concept among
classical scholars: some considered lexical ambiguity a linguistic richness
that endowed Arabic with expressive power, while others regarded it as a
source of obscurity and vagueness. They also discussed its main causes,
such as metaphor, ellipsis, semantic development, and contiguity, while
emphasizing the role of context in clarifying meaning.

Modern scholars, on the other hand, acknowledged the existence of this
phenomenon across all languages. Some expanded its scope, while others
restricted it. They attributed its emergence to various factors, including: the
original linguistic convention, dialectal interference, borrowing from foreign
languages, phonetic and semantic evolution, figurative usage, and
morphological rules. The study highlights the dual effects of lexical
ambiguity—positive in enriching the lexicon and broadening semantic
flexibility, and negative in creating potential obscurity.

With regard to Qur’anic studies, the research focuses on the science of “al-
wujith wa al-naza’ir” (polysemous terms in the Qur’an), which is concerned
with collecting and classifying ambiguous Qur’anic terms and clarifying
their meanings according to context. The study also refers to the
contributions of scholars such as Mugqatil ibn Sulayman, Ibn Faris, and al-
Mubarrad. Qur’anic examples of homonymous terms—such as fath
(victory/opening), adhan (permission/ear), raj‘a (return/rain), and hijr
(barrier/intellect)}—are analyzed in their diverse contexts.

The study concludes that lexical ambiguity is an intrinsic feature of Arabic,
and that the Qur’an provides the most comprehensive field for its study due
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to its unique eloquence. A proper understanding of this phenomenon
requires combining deep linguistic analysis with sensitivity to the Qur’anic
context.

Keywords: lexical ambiguity; Arabic language; the Holy Quran.
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