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Abstract

This study examines the impact of lexical ambiguity on the meanings of the
Holy Quran. Lexical ambiguity refers to a single word that shares the same
form or pronunciation but has different meanings. The research poses the
question: What is the impact of lexical ambiguity on the meanings of the
Holy Quran?

Definitions: Linguistically, lexical ambiguity means mixing, comparison,
and sharing in expression among multiple meanings. Technically, it is a
word that has the same form but different meanings. Definitions have been
provided by Ibn Faris, Ibn Taymiyyah, Al-Jurjani, Al-Suyuti, and others.
The majority of linguists and Quranic commentators acknowledge the
existence of lexical ambiguity as a necessary linguistic phenomenon,
including Al-Khalil, Sibawayh, Ibn Jinni, Ibn Faris, and others. Some, like
Ibn Durustawayh, denied its existence, but even those who denied it
acknowledged its rarity. Homonymy has several types:

1 .Absolute homonymy: A word is used for all its possible meanings, as
combining them is not prohibited.

2 .Antonymy: A single word is used for two contradictory meanings, for
example, "menstruation" and "purity."

3. The Interplay Between Literal and Figurative Meaning: A single word
can encompass both its literal and figurative meanings, depending on the
context.

Examples from the Quran: In nouns: For example, “ahl” (family/people)
appears with multiple meanings (inhabitants, wealth, clan, people, etc.). In
verbs: such as “hayat” (life) with multiple meanings: the blowing of the
soul, survival, guidance, life of the earth, resurrection of the dead. In
prepositions: such as “ila” (to) with different meanings: with, kinship,
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arrival, connection. In adverbs: such as “asfal” (lowest) with meanings:
lowest, loss, most decrepit age.

Semantic Impact: Homonymy adds linguistic breadth to Quranic expression
and allows the interpreter to propose multiple possible meanings. However,
its interpretation requires linguistic and contextual clues to determine which
meanings are intended or to combine them. Among the most important
conclusions reached are:

1 .The existence of homonymy in the Arabic language and the Quran is a
constant.

2 .Antonyms are considered a type of homonymy.

3. Metaphor requires the presence of linguistic and semantic evidence.

4 .A word with multiple meanings, in its context, carries a specific semantic
meaning.

5 .Homonymy is a reason for differing interpretations among scholars.

6. It can be considered one aspect of the rhetorical miracle of the Quran, and
requires further study to fully understand and convey it.

Keywords: lexical ambiguity; Holy Quran; semantics.
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