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Aesthetics in Philosophical Thought Throughout History
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Abstract

Aesthetics is a branch of philosophy concerned with the study of
beauty, art, and taste, and its concept has evolved across eras.

In ancient thought, aesthetics emerged in Greek philosophy, where
Plato considered beauty a reflection of the ideal, associated with truth and
virtue, while Aristotle focused on harmony and function, especially in art
and tragedy. In Islamic heritage, philosophers like Avicenna (Ibn Sina) and
Al-Farabi discussed beauty within the framework of perfection and
harmony, linking it to divine creation and cosmic balance.

In modern thought, aesthetics became an independent field, with
thinkers like Kant viewing beauty as a subjective experience with universal
appeal, and Hegel regarding art as an expression of spirit. Aesthetics later
developed to include cultural criticism, where beauty is seen as a product of
discourse and context, as in the works of Barthes and Derrida.

In the contemporary era, aesthetics expanded into applied fields such
as design, media, and cinema, where beauty is studied as a tool of influence
and communication. Aesthetics is no longer confined to art but has become
part of analyzing daily life and cultural symbols.

Thus, aesthetics has shifted from being a philosophical
contemplation of beauty to a means of understanding humanity and its
culture—reflecting a profound transformation in the nature of aesthetic
thought.

Keywords: aesthetic, philosophy, art, taste, criticism, culture.
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